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Dear Friend,

Imagine yourself at your favorite camp or retreat center.  So many snapshots 
of moments that have left their mark on your life: memories of friends and 
the sense of belonging to a community; experiences of leading your group 
in worship or another activity; when God’s presence became real to you and 
you understood your place in the world; and when you saw this place as holy 
because of God’s hand in creating it.  These and other moments changed 
your life and had a part in who you are today.  

All of those moments were possible because people like you and people 
before you, made a commitment to providing these sacred places for people 
like us to experience growth or change in our lives.  As the year 2018 comes 
to a close I would like you to know about some facility improvements from 
this year, and to invite you to support projects at any or all six of our sites.

The staff and volunteers of Camp and Retreat Ministries understand the 
importance of our role as stewards of these sites, so that people have 
safe places to explore change in their lives.  This change may be to learn 
or improve a skill or ability; or a deeply spiritual change, through prayer, 
silence, reflection, or bible study. The changes that our campers and guests 
seek in their lives are accomplished in part because our staff has taken care 
of their most basic needs: food, shelter, and environments that are safe and 
comfortable. 

On behalf of all our campers and guests, please consider supporting our 
quest to provide safe and comfortable environments so that change can 
continue through Camp and Retreat Ministries.  Below you will read about 
ways that we transformed our spaces in 2018 and how you can support this 
work in 2019. 

• Wallowa Lake created a new meeting space to replace the old Wallowa 
cabin, which has been appreciated by those who have utilized it. In 2019 
the shower house will be removed, and a new and expanded facility 
will take its place. This new facility will have private non-gender specific 
locking rooms for showers, and separate locking rooms with toilets and 
sinks. For this project, we have received a challenge matching gift of 
$25,000, and we have raised $15,500 so far. Can you help us reach the 
match by December 31st? 

• Suttle Lake is seeking gifts to finish the new Ridgeview building. This 
building is built upon the old shower house slab closest to the camp’s main 
worship area. Furnishings, including a beverage bar, tables, and chairs are 
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needed for this building to make it a more comfortable meeting space. 
Our fund-raising goal is $12,500. The camp is also seeking gifts for paver 
flooring for the two open pavilions ($2,000/unit), and solar panels to 
complete the plans for the new shower house ($16,000). 

• Sawtooth has completed the renovation of the shower houses! With a 
change in materials (from wood to cement block), the shower house will 
last much longer in the mountain environment. However, this also meant 
that the cost was greater than anticipated. Therefore, we are looking to 
raise ($13,250) to pay for this project. Sawtooth will also be replacing 
all its mattresses in 2019, with a total price tag of $10,000. Sawtooth 
received a $5,000 challenge matching gift and have raised ($600) for this 
project. Can you help us reach the match for new mattresses?

• Magruder met its goal of raising money to receive the matching Gray 
Family Foundation grant so there are new windows and heat pumps in 
Carrier lodge! Now the priority is for lighting pathways to make it easier 
to navigate through camp with an estimated investment of $10,000; 
installation of plaques noting the history of the various buildings ($5000 
– stories are also needed); and $25,000 for the Borgny Corbett patio at 
Edwards lodge (roofing and new brick for the patio).   

• Latgawa is working on upgrading the deck on Uncle Joe’s ($4,000) and 
renovation of the shower house ($150,000). We are hopeful to complete 
the deck in 2019 as well as start the shower house renovation in 2019.

• Finally, the Alton L. Collins Retreat Center celebrated the remodeling 
of the walk-in cooler and freezer among other kitchen modifications 
in 2018! However, there is a need for an additional sleeping wing so 
that we can continue to offer gracious hospitality to all who seek this at 
the retreat center. ($3.5 million). A major funds campaign will begin in 
2019. In the meantime, if you would like to facilitate upgrades at Collins 
they have need of new tables ($1,700), new coffee service ($1,800) and 
replacing heating systems ($17,000). 

Thank you for your belief that it is important to provide these places where 
change is possible in the lives of children, youth and adults and for your 
support through prayers, participation and donations.

See you around the campfire (where change happens),

Rev. Todd Bartlett

Visit GoCamping.org/donate 
to discover how you can take this next step.
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Alton L. Collins: office@collinsretreatcenter.org
Latgawa:  latgawa@gocamping.org
Magruder:  magruder@gocamping.org
Sawtooth:  sawtooth@gocamping.org
Suttle Lake:  suttlelake@gocamping.org
Wallowa Lake:  wallowalake@gocamping.org
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